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OFFICE DEPOT FIRST COMPANY TO ACHIEVE VOLUME  

LEED PRE-CERTIFICATION FROM USGBC FOR  
NEW CONSTRUCTION STORE PROTOTYPE 

 
Retailer Affirms Environmental Leadership Position in Industry;  

First “Green” Store Location to Open in Austin, Texas in Summer of ‘08 
 
Delray Beach, Fla., May 20, 2008 -- Office Depot (NYSE: ODP), a leading global 
provider of office products and services, today announced that it has achieved volume 
pre-certification under the pilot Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Portfolio Program for its store prototype design – the retailer’s master set of drawings – 
from the United States Green Building Council (USGBC). Office Depot is the first 
Company to have achieved this pre-certification for new construction. 
 
A USGBC member since 2007, Office Depot was part of the first group of participants to 
become involved in the pilot of the Portfolio Program. Part of the initiative involves 
piloting a volume certification path to enable companies to integrate LEED attributes into 
a prototype design and apply it across multiple buildings.  
 
“Office Depot has implemented a number of initiatives over the past couple of years to 
improve the energy efficiency of our stores and reduce our environmental footprint,” said 
Ed Costa, Vice President of Construction for Office Depot. “Achieving Volume Pre-
Certification through LEED affirms our leadership position in the retail industry as well as 
in general building construction. The entire organization is proud of this 
accomplishment.” 
 
“Office Depot is to be commended for this achievement,” said USGBC’s Market 
Development Vice President Doug Gatlin.  “And we are also grateful for their leadership 
participation in this initiative.  The Portfolio Program pilot is breaking new ground for 
LEED and adding to our ability to scale green building’s immediate and measurable 
results at a much faster level.  It’s a tremendous step forward in our fight to slow climate 
change and reduce energy dependence.”   
 
Office Depot’s LEED pre-certified prototype features a number of environmental 
attributes, including: 
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• Solar tracking skylights to maximize natural light 
• Solar panels 
• Energy efficient T5 lighting 
• Reflective white roof 
• Non-asphalt, concrete parking lot 
• Polished concrete floor  
• Recycled content carpet 
• High efficiency heating, ventilation and air conditioning units 
• Light sensors in office-package 
• Enhanced energy management system 
• Recycling program for collection of corrugated cardboard, paper, plastics, 

ink/toner cartridges and technology 
 
The first Office Depot store to be built to this prototype is located in Austin, Texas and is 
scheduled to open late next month. According to the USGBC, LEED-Certified buildings 
reduce energy usage, create less waste and emit fewer harsh chemicals. 
 
“Achieving LEED pre-certification for our prototype represents a milestone moment in 
Office Depot’s environmental leadership journey,” said Yalmaz Siddiqui, Director of 
Environmental Strategy for Office Depot. “What this means is that not just one store, but 
our core store prototype incorporates leading edge green design principles.” 
 
About Office Depot 
Every day, Office Depot is Taking Care of Business for millions of customers around the 
globe.  For the local corner store as well as Fortune 500 companies, Office Depot provides 
products and services to its customers through more than 1,600 worldwide retail stores, a 
dedicated sales force, top-rated catalogs and a $4.9 billion e-commerce operation.  Office 
Depot has annual sales of approximately $15.5 billion, and employs about 49,000 associates 
around the world.  The Company provides more office products and services to more 
customers in more countries than any other company, and currently sells to customers 
directly or through affiliates in 43 countries. 
 
Office Depot’s common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol 
ODP and is included in the S&P 500 Index.  Additional press information can be found at 
http://mediarelations.officedepot.com.  Press materials and background information 
specific to Office Depot’s environmental initiatives and product offerings is available at 
http://mediarelations.officedepot.cc/environment.   
 


